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BY LISA K. LUNDY




BY AMANDA CHAMBLISS
Opportunity came knocking at the College of Agricultural and Life






1The growth and development of
Florida agriculture into a $54 billion
industry has been due in large part
to the success of statewide UF/IFAS
teaching, research and extension
programs over many decades,T said
Mike Martin, UF vice president for
agriculture and natural resources.
1The progress has been truly
impressive, and the challenges of
the future range from feeding a
growing world population to growing
plants on a manned mission to the
planet Mars.T

Martin said Florida has not always
been a prolific agricultural producer.
In 1821, at the end of some 250
years of Spanish rule, the colony was






Jennifer L. Gillett

Jennifer Gillett, a native of Alachua County;,
is a Ph.D. candidate in the department of
plant pathology in the College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences. A recipient
of an alumni fellowship, she currently













