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MATERIALS
• Land-Grant Universities and Systems PowerPoint or Whiteboard/

Chalkboard
• Resources: 

• Timeline Worksheets
• Reading Activities
• Maps
• Assessment

• Kahoot Online Review

OBJECTIVES
1. Students will be able to explain what a land-grant university is
2. Students will be able to distinguish between the 3 types of land-

grant institutions
3. Students will be able to list the three parts of the land-grant mission
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The 9 Colleges in the US before 1776
• Harvard* (Oldest school in the U.S.)
• Yale*
• Princeton*
• Columbia*
• Penn*
• Brown*
• Dartmouth* 
• William and Mary
• Rutgers

America in 1860, Just before the Morrill Act was Signed
The Industrial Revolution created a need for a population with more diversiþed skill sets

• America in the 1860õs was still a very agrarian society, but with urbanization, farmers were 
tasked with needing to grow enough to provide for more than just their families 

• The majority of those who went to college included wealthy, white men
• The Industrial Revolution created a need for multiple levels of skill and education with an 

importance for science being recognized
• What few options there were for a science education were only available or attainable to 

the wealthy

The Morrill Act of 1862
• Written by Vermont Representative Justin Smith Morrill
• He òsaw the most valuable public lands being dissipated and squandered by reckless 

grants for all sorts of local and private objects, without beneþt to the nation as a wholeó
• Signed by President Abraham Lincoln on July 2, 1862
• Provided ògrantsó of federal lands to establish at least one public institution of higher 

education in every state
• Allocated 30,000 acres of land per congressman in each state
• Responsibility of the state to provide money and buildings
• Confederate states were excluded until end of the war
• The purpose was to educate the children of the common people in

• Agriculture
• Mechanical Arts
• Military Science
• 














































